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Minutes of the ninety-third meeting of the Executive Committee of Interlegal held on 13 December 2012 by telephone conference at 2.30 p.m. (GMT)
Present:
Christian Fischele – President 

Miguel Neto – Vice-President 


Emmanuel Reveillaud – Treasurer 

Jeremy Shulman – Secretary 

In attendance:       John Ansbro 
	
	
	Action

	1.
	Apologies 

Agustina Vitolo
	

	
	
	

	2.
	The Website 

A report prepared by John in advance of the meeting was received.  Having tested the market and seen the high cost of some of the quotations the best option seemed to be to go with the existing supplier,  but first to clarify some things,  such as ability to deliver on time and what their ideas were on design. It was agreed that if we were happy on those matters their appointment could be confirmed.  There was a bid from a Thailand supplier which could be kept in reserve and the other proposals should be kept on hold.  There was a possibility of a late offer from Brazil which John felt was worth looking at, and if so he would send an email to the other members.   

	John 

	3.
	Marketing
	

	
	
	

	
	1. President’s Report – There was nothing to do at this time.   

2. Newsletter – As agreed in China the following people would provide newsletter content for the following months:-
December 2013 – Bill Blum

January 2014 – Gabrielle Brand-Ogris

February 2014 – Emmanuel Reveillaud

March 2014 – Peter Petterson 

April 2014 – Robin King

May 2014 – Adam Booc 

3. Vice-President’s Newsletter – There was nothing to do at this time. 
4. Marketing Committee – There was nothing to report. 

5. Specialist Groups – The Marketing Committee would deal with the question of Specialist Groups at its next meeting, as agreed in China.   Christian would represent the views of the Executive Committee at that meeting on the question of Specialist Groups or in his absence Emmanuel or in his absence Jeremy. 


The question of talks from local businesses about doing business in the jurisdiction where a General Meeting is held would also be dealt with at the next Marketing Committee meeting as was agreed in China.   It was thought that this would take place on a Friday afternoon.  Christian would represent the views of the Executive Committee at the Marketing Committee meeting or in his absence Emmanuel or in Emmanuel’s absence Jeremy. 


	Christian/
Emmanuel/

Jeremy

Christian/
Emmanuel/

Jeremy

	4.
	IBA Conference 

No budget had been approved at the General meeting in China for the IBA Conference in Boston,  having regard to the apparent lack of success of the Association’s event in Dublin. 

	

	5.
	New Members
	

	
	
	

	
	The firm of Pointon Partners came to China to secure membership of the Association.  They were refused membership,  which was difficult.   

Whilst the Members accepted that there was  no exclusivity in a particular jurisdiction they felt that if they had a really active member in a jurisdiction there should be no second member,  but if there was an inactive existing member then may be there could be a second member.

It was felt best in future where there was an application by a second firm in a jurisdiction to discuss it on a preliminary basis in General meeting and if clearly in favour of inviting them in, inviting them to the next General meeting.   

An applicant in these circumstances should be kept informed. 

There was probably a need to change the rules to reflect the contents of an email which Christian sent to Joao Paulo Menezes Falcao on 11 December 2012.   We needed to factor in a mechanism to speed things up by email or telephone. 

It was stressed that this was only for cases of application by a potential new member where there was an existing member in a jurisdiction (which included an application by a potential new member in the same city as an existing member). 

Jeremy was asked to consider the change of rules.  

The meeting then moved on to discuss the question of the application for membership by AddVANTE.  Here the position was different.   Subject to the President’s discretion as to how to deal with matters going forward because less than 50% of the members voted in favour,  there was a vote in favour at the meeting in China to admit AddVANTE.  Christian, acting in his capacity as President, decided to seek a vote of members not present or represented at the General meeting in China, which he had to do within 60 days of the vote.   Emmanuel would send Christian a full list of members and Christian would then ballot the members. 

Having regard to the experience with Pointon Partners Bill Blum had written to the Executive Committee about the circumstances, on 12 December 2012.   Christian was of the view that the rules do not permit an adjournment or a postal vote in the case of Pointon Partners because they were defeated at the General meeting in China.   There was nothing however in his view which would prevent Pointon Partners re-presenting itself for membership and in the meantime the two Australian firms should be encouraged to talk. Pointon Partners could apply under the new proposed rules and then we could re-discuss it.    Jeremy was asked to inform Bill of the outcome. 

John Ansbro reported that there was an application from a Ukrainian law firm which he was looking into. 

So far as Los Angeles was concerned Laura Christa was now suggesting Gipson Hoffman and Pancione.  John would pursue this. 

In Denmark there was a firm of Stendah Offesen I/S which John was following up.

Concerning the situation in India John would follow this up also. 

The Cyprus application was being pursued by Christian. 
John also reported that there may be a couple of members of EuraAudit who were interested.   However there may be issues that these were not law firms which John would investigate. 


	Jeremy 

Emmanuel

Christian 

Jeremy 

John 

John

John 

John

Christian 

John 

	6.
	New Members Officer 
	

	
	It had been reported in China that Agustina Vitolo had indicated that she intended to step down from her position.    Christian was of the view that there was no need for another New Members Officer as John was now available.    The job was to follow up applications  or generate them.   There was a need to decide on a solution.  This could be a job for a Past President.   It was agreed that everyone would think about this and we would discuss it at the next meeting. 


	All 

	7.
	Finance
	

	
	There was nothing to report. 


	

	8.
	Tenders
There was nothing to report.

	John 

	9.
	EuraAudit
	

	
	So far as the joint meeting in Malta was concerned this would take place on a date in 2014 before summer.   There would be two separate Assemblies,  one for Interlegal and one for EuraAudit and also separate events but some joint activities together.  Christian was organising this with Georges Reymond 


	Christian



	10.
	Intellectual Property
There was nothing to report. 


	

	11.
	The meeting in China

	

	
	There was nothing more  to report. 


	

	12.
	Infringement of Trademark  
	

	
	The meeting in China had agreed to register the Trade Mark in Columbia and after registration to write to the infringers and ask them to cease.    Then the Executive Committee would decide what to do. 

	

	13.
	Database 
	

	
	John would obtain Agustina’s database as part of the exercise and this would help him to build a database for new members. 

	John

	14.
	Referrals Register 
	

	
	It was decided in China to include a description of the type of matter in the Register and Jeremy would attend to this.   There would need to be a letter introducing the Referrals Register to all Members and this would be written by John Ansbro about this. 

	Jeremy

John 

	15.
	Venice Meeting 
	

	
	There was a programme for Venice which was shown in China and the meeting would take place between 15 and 19 May 2013.

	

	16. 
	Date of next Meeting
	

	
	The date of the next meeting would take place on Thursday 17 January 2013 by telephone conference at 2.30 pm Leeds time and 3.30 pm Geneva and Luxembourg time and 10.30 a.m. Argentina and Brazil time. 

Suggestions for the agenda should be circulated to the President at least seven days before the meeting and copied to the Secretary.
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