
 

 

INTERLEGAL ASSOCIATION 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the General Assembly held on 

24 October 2016 at Barcelona, Catalonia/Spain 

 

 

 

 

 

1. RECORDING OF THOSE PRESENT 

 

Gabriele Brand-Ogris Austria, Vienna 

 
Marc Demartin Belgium, Brussels 
 

François Boulianne Canada, Montreal  
 

Maude Fréchette Canada, Montreal 
 
Frédéric Letendre Canada, Montreal 

 
Caroline Berube China, Shanghai 
 

Emeline Eraud France, Paris 
 
Alexandre Meyrieux France, Paris 

 
Steffen Lorscheider Germany, Dortmund 
 

Nikolaos Margaropoulos Greece, Thessaloniki 
 
Ádám Boóc Hungary, Budapest 

 
Brigitte Czoske Luxemburg, Luxemburg 
 

Emmanuel Reveillaud  Luxemburg, Luxemburg 
 
Fernando Treviño Mexico, Mexico City  

 
Petter Jörgen Pettersen Norway, Oslo 
 

Tone Bjorn Norway, Sandvika 
 
Pawel Koehler Poland, Katowice 

 
Szymon Koehler Poland, Katowice 
 

João Paulo Menezes Falcão Portugal, Lisboa 
 
Gul’naz Mütter Russia, Moscow 

 
Irena Nikasheva Russia, Moscow 
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Nikolay Freytak Russia, Moscow 

 
Milena Noskova Slovakia, Bratislava 
 

Maria J. Esteban Spain, Barcelona 
 
Fernando Escura Spain, Barcelona 

 
Albert Sant i Pont Spain, Barcelona 
 

Alexandre Dupont Thailand, Bangkok 
 

Jim Wright United Kingdom, Leeds 
 
Jeremy Shulman United Kingdom, Leeds 

 
William Blum  USA, New York City 

 

 

2.  RECORDING OF OBSERVERS 

 

Yasser Saleh Egypt, Cairo  

 
Harris Kyriakides Cyprus, Larnaca 
 

Christoforos Ioannou Kitsios   Cyprus, Limassol 
 
Ann Bugeja  Malta, Swatar 

 
Christina Borg Debono Malta, Swatar 
 

 

3. WELCOME 

 

The President welcomed those present as well as the observers and thanked 

the hosts for their hospitality. 

 

4. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

  

Apologies were received from  

 

Miguel Neto (Brasilia)  
 

Peter Nogradi (Hungary) 
 
Riccardo Cajola (Italy)  

 
Markus Wanger (Liechtenstein)  
 

Ruud Voorvaart (The Netherlands) 
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Hank Lennartz (The Netherlands) 

 
Olisa Agbakoba (Nigeria)  
 

Marius Rimboaca (Romania) 
 
Milvio Coiscuo (Dominican Republic) 

 
Rajko Maric (Serbia)  
 

Olga Buyanowskaya (Ukraine) 
 

Ramon Bado (Uruguay). 
 

 

Proxies were received from  

 

Miguel Neto (Brasilia)  
 

Peter Nogradi (Hungary) 
 
Riccardo Cajola (Italy)  

 
Markus Wanger (Liechtenstein)  
 

Olisa Agbakoba (Nigeria)  
 
Olga Buyanowskaya (Ukraine) 

 
Ramon Bado (Uruguay). 

 

 

5. APPROVAL OF LAST MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the meeting in New York City, USA, held 15 May 2016 were 

approved. A copy is attached (Attachment 1). 

 

 

6. MEMBERS‘ PRESENTATIONS 

 

Scientia Legis Law Firm, Greece 

 

Nikolaos Margaropoulos introduced this firm with origins in 1953 which was 

formed by a merger of two firms in 2007 with two offices in Athens and 

Thessaloniki. The firm provides full services to clients from the corporate & 

government, industry & trade and finance sector in all main areas including 

privatizations, commercial real estate, intellectual property, corporate, 

commercial, finance/banking, taxation and litigation matters. Nikolaos 

Margaropoulos mentioned that another law firm in Greece would use the 

domain www.interlegal.gr. 

 

http://www.interlegal.gr/
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YULEX, Canada 

 

The firm of the Canadian member YULEX offers to entrepreneurs and their 

corporations, both locally and internationally, strategic, pragmatic and 

accessible legal services in the fields of business and technologies’ law as well 

as intellectual property law. Frédéric Letendre, Maude Fréchette and François 

Boulianne gave a presentation on this new firm with a team of 8 attorneys (3 

partners), 1 avocat and some trademark agents. 

 

Airieau Meyrieux Associés, France 

 

Alexandre Meyrieux and Emeline Eraud explained the profile of this firm with 

offices in Paris and an international orientation including a partnership with 

Gosselin Law office in Boston (USA). 6 lawyers belong to the firm. It is a 

member of the Franco-Italian Chamber of Commerce in Paris and part of its 

business is to assist Italian businesses in becoming established in France and to 

represent them in French and European courts. 

 

Next Presentations 

 

The following firms were invited to give presentations in Montreal (Canada) and 

those present agreed as follows: 

 

Miguel Neto Advogados Associados (Brazil) 
 

Wanger Advokaturbüro (Liechtenstein) 
 
Orbis Legal Advisory (Thailand)  

 
Solomon Blum Heymann LLP (USA). 
 

 

7. NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

EIF - The Egyptian International Firm (“EIF”, Egypt) and CashBack (Dubai) 

 

Yasser Saleh was asked to present these two firms and to explain some 

particulars given in the application form. He confirmed that the firms EIF and 

CashBack were represented by him as one of its owners and that both firms 

were applying for membership. Both firms would have a different ownership 

structure but he would be the managing director of both firms 

 

EIF would have offices in Cairo and Alexandria and would apply for the 

jurisdiction of Egypt. The second firm Cash Back would apply for the jurisdiction 

of Dubai only although it had offices in other jurisdictions as well which should 

not be considered as an office of the firm as a member of INTERLEGAL. 

 

http://interlegal.net/miguel-neto-advogados-associados
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Both firms would be registered as a regular law firm in the bar register. EIF 

would have 180 employees and Cash Back 35 lawyers in Dubai. Being asked by 

some members Yasser Saleh confirmed that Cash Back would be a full service 

law firm registered in the bar register of its jurisdiction with a focus on banking, 

bankruptcy, criminal, corporate and business law and would not concentrate on 

debt recovery only. Each of the firms Cash Back and EIF would be a legal 

person practicing as lawyers duly recorded as member of the bar association of 

Egypt and Dubai in accordance with Article 4 Sub 1. of the Articles of 

Association of INTERLEGAL. 

 

The applications of the Egyptian and Dubai firms based on the oral 

confirmations and explanations of Yasser Saleh were discussed. It was agreed 

that the firms should be asked to fill in new application forms because the 

clarifications given by Yasser Saleh were not reflected in the application lodged 

so far. The Paid Officer should take care of this. 

 

Based on the confirmations and explanations of Yasser Saleh given to the 

General Assembly on a vote each of the firms EIF and Cash Back was elected as 

member.  

 

 

Harris Kyriakides (Cyprus) 

 

Harris Kyriakides gave a review of the characteristics of Cyprus followed by 

some details of his firm as a leading law firm based in Larnaca. The firm was 

established in 1976 and provides quality advice and legal expertise across the 

full range of commercial, finance and corporate law. 

 

Based on this the firm Harris Kyriakides was elected as member on a vote.  

 

 

A. I. Kitsios LLC. (Cyprus)  

 

This firm's practice covers inter alia civil and criminal litigation, corporate and 

commercial law, energy law, intellectual property and immigration. Christoforos 

Ioannou Kitsios presented the firm as a full service law firm with 2 partners and 

one associate. A. I. Kitsios LLC has its offices in Limassol and updates its clients 

regularly on certain matters and Christoforos Ioannou Kitsios explained the 

reasons for applying for membership. 

 

The firm A. I. Kitsios LLC. was elected as member on a vote. 

 

 

CSB Legal (Ann Bugeja, Malta)  

 

The firm called CSB Legal is a law firm with one partner which is Ann Bugeja 

and with an office in Swatar (Malta). The firm is not part of the CSB group in 
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Malta although it uses CSB as part of its name but a firm consisting of 1 partner 

and 1 associate. Ann Bugeja pointed out that CSB Legal would be a trade name 

only for herself as natural person. She confirmed that her firm has the 

opportunity to use from time to time offices from CSB in the UK and 

Switzerland on a cooperation basis only. The firm would apply for the 

jurisdiction of Malta with its offices in Malta. 

 

Based on this the firm CSB Legal was elected as member on a vote. 

 

 

Written Report on New Members 

 

The President referred to the report of new members from Colin Russell which 

was discussed. A copy of the written report is attached to these minutes 

(Attachment 2).  

 

 

8. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

The President referred to his report as attached to these minutes (Attachment 

3).  

 

9. SPECIALIST GROUPS 

 

A report back on the activity of the Specialist Groups of the day before was 

given by the Vice-President.  

 

The proposal for an award for best presentations (Agenda Item 9 (1)) and a 

new Specialist Group for Tax Law (Agenda Item 9 (2)) were put to the vote and 

each of them was unanimously approved. Additionally, a new Specialist Group 

for Labour Law was proposed. The implementation of the two new Specialist 

Groups was approved by the General Assembly. 

 

The following persons were elected as members of the new Specialist Group for 

Tax Law:  

 
Miguel Neto (Brasil)  

 
Ricardo Cajola (Italy) 
 

Markus Wanger (Liechtenstein) 

 
Nikolay Freytak (Russia) 

 
Thierry Ulmann (Switzerland) 

 

Ramón Bado (Uruguay) 
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William Blum (USA) 

 

Miguel Neto was elected as Chairman of the new Specialist Group for Tax 

Law.  

 

For the new Specialist Group for Labour Law the following persons were elected 

as members:  

 

Marc Demartin (Belgium)  

 

Ibrahima Bah (Côte d'Ivoire) 

 

Alexandre Meyrieux (France) 

 

Milena Noskova (Slovakia) 

 

Jim Wright (United Kingdom) 

 

Jim Wright was elected as Chairman of the new Specialist Group for 

Labour Law.  

 

 

10. MARKETING 

 

The Chairman of the Marketing Committee reported back from the Marketing 

Committee Meeting. The Marketing Committee had discussed and agreed on 

new target countries.  

 

Emmanuel Reveillaud explained the requirement of each member to implement 

the measures proposed by the Marketing Committee and Catch Global as a 

result of the SEO Project.  

 

 

11. IBA CONFERENCE - WASHINGTON 

 

The Paid Officer reported on the IBA Conference and referred to his report 

which is attached to these minutes (Attachment 4). 

 

 

12. WEBSITE AND SEO 

 

Reference was made to the Paid Officer’s Report distributed to the members in 

advance of the meeting as Agenda Item 15. Colin distributed a brochure  from 

Catch Global and Emmanuel emphasized the requirement of each member to 

implement the SEO measures to make the SEO Project a success.  
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13. FINANCE – TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

The Treasurer’s Report including the status of the payments and outstanding 

amounts was explained by the Treasurer. The expenses for the SEO project 

respect the budget fixed at the beginning of the year. The auditor had reviewed 

the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

 

14. POSSIBLE DISPUTE OVER THE TRADING NAME OF INTERLEGAL 

 

The President reported on the status of this matter and referred to the 

information given by the firm engaged in Columbia to get the INTERLEGAL 

trading name registered there.  

 

The costs of the renewal of the trademark for the engagement of the firm of 

Markus Wanger in Liechtenstein were put on vote and approved unanimously.  

 

 

15. PAID OFFICER 

 

The Officer’s Report was tabled (Attachment 4). 

 

 

16. EURAAUDIT 

 

The President reported on the last developments of the relationship to 

EuraAudit and thanked EuraAudit for the successful cooperation. Fernando 

Treviño pointed out that members should strive for more personal contact with 

the members of EuraAudit. Jeremy Shulman asked the Executive Committee to 

consider how to strengthen the good relationship with EuraAudit in future.  

 

 

17. FICAC 

 

There had been several conference call meetings with two members of FICAC 

as provided in the Framework Partnership Agreement including Nikolaos 

Margaropoulos. The President and the Secretary would keep the members 

informed about the development of the relationship with FICAC. 

 

 

18. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN 

 

The Vice President explained the three proposals for the next measures to 

implement the Action Plan and referred to the budget for this implementation  

which had been already approved in the Bangkok meeting held on the 7th 

November 2015. The three proposals were put on vote and approved 
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unanimously by the General Meeting. A copy is attached to these minutes 

(Attachment 5).  

 

 

19. PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
 

The Secretary presented to the General Assembly the proposal of Amendment 

of the Articles of Association which had been distributed among the members in 

advance together with the papers for the meeting. He explained that according 

to the proposal the Past President had the opportunity to stay on the board 

following the expiry of his term as President. The tasks of the Past President 

would be to advise and support the Executive Committee without any voting 

rights. The Past President would be elected by the General Assembly with a 3/4 

majority.  

 

The proposal was discussed and Bill Blum proposed to change the wording in a 

way that the Past President would not be elected by the General Assembly but 

automatically serve as Past President following the expiry of his term as 

President.  

 

Following the discussion the proposal was put to the vote and approved by the 

General Assembly with the necessary quorum. A copy is attached to these 

minutes (Attachment 6).  

 

 

20. PROPOSED VENUE AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

The proposed venue and date of next meeting was Montreal (Canada) between 

11 and 13 May 2017. Maude Fréchette gave a presentation and Frédéric 

Letendre confirmed that the participation fee would not exceed approximately 

1,100 €.  

 

 

21. FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

Leeds (United Kingdom) – October 2017 
 

Moscow (Russia) – May 2018 
 
New Delhi (India) or Luxemburg – October 2018  

(probably the next joint meeting with EuraAudit)  
 
U.S. Virgin Islands 

 
Dubai 
 

Greece  
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22. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

Bill Blum asked the Executive Committee to consider and prepare a proposal for 

an Amendment of the Articles of Association that the members of the Marketing 

Committee and the Specialist Groups would be appointed by the President in 

future instead of being elected by the General Assembly. The Chairman should 

be appointed by the incoming President and the office of the Chairman expires 

with the office of the appointing President.  

 

The Secretary invited the members to take part in the presentation from 

Nikolay Freytak on the proposed Tax Forum in Moscow in March 2017 and the 

presentation from Alejandra Perez López as a representative of the Santander 

bank following the meeting of the General Assembly. 

 

 

*** 

 

 

Steffen Lorscheider 

Secretary 

17 November 2016 

 


