
 

 

INTERLEGAL ASSOCIATION 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the General Assembly held on 

30 November 2018 at Luxembourg, Luxembourg 

(Agenda Items in the order of the Agenda announced on 27 September 2018) 

 

 

 

 

1. RECORDING OF THOSE PRESENT 

 

 

Birgit Harasser Austria, Vienna 

Marc Demartin Belgium, Brussels 

Gabriella Tuna Garamvölgyi e Silva Mamede Brazil, Sao Paulo 

Frédéric Letendre Canada, Montreal 

Harris Kyriakides Cyprus, Larnaca 

Christoforos Ioannou Kitsios Cyprus, Limassol 

Yasser Saleh Egypt, Alexandria 

Emeline Eraud France, Paris 

Steffen Lorscheider Germany, Dortmund 

Nikos Margaropoulos Greece, Thessaloniki 

Ádám Boóc Hungary, Budapest 

Péter Nógrádi Hungary, Budapest 

Uday S. Ahlawat India, New Delhi 

Ronen Adini Israel, Bnei Brak 

Shimon Takagi Japan, Tokyo 

Brigitte Czoske Luxembourg, Luxembourg 

Emmanuel Reveillaud  Luxembourg, Luxembourg 

Fernando A. Treviño Núnez Mexico, Puebla 

Tone Bjorn Norway, Sandvika 

João Paulo Menezes Falcão Portugal, Lisboa 

Albert Sant i Pont Spain, Barcelona 

Andrea Piscedda Villena Spain, Barcelona 

Nicolas Bille Switzerland, Geneva 

Thierry Ulmann  Switzerland, Geneva 

Alexandre Dupont Thailand, Bangkok 

Jim Wright United Kingdom, Leeds 

Ramón Bado Uruguay, Montevideo 

William Blum USA, New York City 

Roberi A. Salomon USA, New York City 
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Attendance:  Colin Russell, Officer 

 

2.  RECORDING OF OBSERVERS (CANDIDATE) 

 

This was Georges Nakhle from Beirut, Lebanon. 

 

 

3. WELCOME 

 

The President welcomed those present and thanked the hosts of both organizations 

for their hospitality.  

 

 

4. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

  

Apologies and proxies were received from  

 

Gabriele Brand-Ogris (Austria)  

Augustina Vitolo (Argentina) 

Miguel Neto (Brazil) 

Juan Eduardo Palma C. (Chile) 

Caroline Berube (China) 

Kresimir Matekovic (Croatia) 

Thomas Bogelund Norvold (Denmark) 

Pawel Koehler (Poland) 

Özlem Kurt Karayürek (Turkey). 

 

 

5. APPROVAL OF LAST MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the General Meeting in Moscow, Russia, held on 12 May 2018 were 

approved. A copy is attached (Attachment 1) to these minutes.  

 

 

6. MEMBERS‘ PRESENTATIONS 

 

The presentations of the members 

Harris Kyriakides (Crypus) 

Amaral Gurgel Advogados (Brazil)  

were given. 
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HARRIS KYRIAKIDES LLC (CYPPUS) 

Harris Kyriakides LLC was one of the leading law firms in Cyprus offering 

full-range commercial legal services including financial and taxation matters. 

National and multinational corporations, financial institutions and 

governmental organisations . The firm had also been strongly involved in 

litigation practice and dispute resolution. The offices are located in Larnaca, 

Nicolsia, Limassol and Paphos. 

 

AMARAL GURGEL ADVOGADOS (BRAZIL) 

Gabriella Tuna Garamvölgyi e Silva Mamede made a presentation about the 

firm Amaral Gurgel Advogados from Sao Paulo in Brazil and some legal 

aspects for doing business in Brazil. The professionals were licensed to 

practice in the whole territory of Brazil and offered a full range of legal 

services including Agency & Distribution Agreements, Agribusiness, 

Antitrust, Banking & Finance, Business Law, Environmental Law, Estate 

Planning, Family Law, Intellectual Property, Litigation, M&A, Taxation. 

 

7.  MEMBERS 

The President said a  few words in memory of the recently deceased r member 

Laura K. Christa from Christa and Jackson, Los Angeles, USA, praising her and 

asked the members for a minute’s silence in commemoration of Laura, r which was 

given.  

The President referred to the report on new members from Colin Russell which was 

noted. A copy of the written report is attached to these minutes (Attachment 2). 

There were 48 members and two applications for membership pending. 

The candidate representative Georges Nakhle from Nakhle and Associates, Beirut, 

Lebanon, gave a presentation about his firm and applied for membership. Following 

a discussion initiated by Ronen Adini this was put to a vote and the firm Nakhle and 

Associates was not elected as a member. 

 

8.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The President reported on the activities of the Executive Committee since the 

meeting in Moscow last May. The written report of the President was received and a 

copy is attached to these minutes (Attachment 3). 

 

9.  SPECIALIST GROUPS 

 

The Vice President reported back on the activities of the Specialist Groups. The 

proposed amendment of the award regulations was discussed as well as the 
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question in general whether this kind of incentive has an effect at all. Bill Blum 

suggested to define a catalogue of detailed criteria for the question which 

presentation is the best one. Following a discussion about this it was decided that 

an exemption from payment obligations for the winner of the award should not be 

granted. Besides this the proposed new version of the regulations was adopted. 

The winner of the Specialist Groups award for the best presentation was Ronen 

Adini.  

The volunteers for the next presentations were Frédéric Letendre, Jim Wright, 

Gabriella Tuna Garamvölgyi e Silva Mamede, Uday S. Ahlawat and Steffen 

Lorscheider.  

Jim Wright, now in the position of Interlegal Treasurer, has resigned from Head of 

the Labour Law Specialist Group and the President appointed Alexandre Meyrieux to 

replace him.  

 

10.  MARKETING 

Frédéric Letendre reported back from the Marketing Committee meeting. He 

explained that the Legal 500 application should not be continued before Interlegal 

has some experience with the ongoing Chambers registration.  

The volunteers for the next newsletters were agreed. Frédéric Letendre would 

handle this together with Colin Russell. 

Following Riccardo Cajola’s question in the Moscow meeting the President gave an 

overview of possible future measures as well as already carried out measures in 

regard of the marketing of the Interlegal name. 

 

11. IBA CONFERENCE – ROME OCTOBER 2018 

Colin referred to his Paid Officer’s report with is attached to these minutes 

(Attachment 4). Some members had attended the IBA conference and tried to 

identify possible future candidates there. The next IBA meeting is in South Korea 

which was still a target country for Interlegal. 

 

12. FINANCE – TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

The Treasurer’s Report including a list of the members who had not paid the annual 

fees was tabled by the treasurer. The latest development of the payments, the 

main costs including the costs for the SEO project and marketing measures as well 

as the costs for the Paid Officer and a proposal for a financial reserve policy were 

explained by the Treasurer and discussed. The Treasurer encouraged the members 

in question to improve their approach to payment. 
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13. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF INTERLEGAL 

 

The Past President had not received any comments in relation to the IP Action Plan 

discussed earlier in Moscow. He explained the envisaged steps with regard to the 

intellectual property of Interlegal. It was decided to concentrate the protection 

measures first on the target countries. The Past President would send individual 

emails to members who could handle the registration process in their respective 

jurisdiction.  

 

Nikos Margaropoulos informed the Executive Committee that a law firm in Greece 

was using Interlegal.gr and the Past President announced that we would ask Dr. 

Achim Herbertz to look after this. The Past President would send a cease and desist 

letter on behalf of Interlegal to that firm together with Dr. Herbertz.  

 

Fernando A. Treviño Núnez announced he would register the Interlegal trade mark 

without any costs for Interlegal in Mexico. Gabriella Tuna Garamvölgyi e Silva 

Mamede informed that in Brazil first of all a priority research would be necessary 

and she would do this for Interlegal.  

 

 

14. PAID OFFICER 

 

The Officer’s Report was tabled and explained by Colin Russell (Attachment 4). 

There were no comments or remarks. The President thanked the Officer for his 

assistance and support. 

 

 

15. EURAAUDIT 

 

The President emphasized the excellent relationship with EuraAudit. Klaus 

Kuchenbuch would the responsible contact person for the cooperation with 

Interlegal although he would not serve as President following this meeting. The 

Joint Book Committee had met every month and worked on this but some 

contributions for the book were still missing.  

 

Bill Blum proposed to ask EuraAudit to announce the location of the next meeting 

earlier. Some members remarked that the Luxembourg meeting could have been 

shorter and more similar to the format of the other joint meetings in the past. The 

President would follow up with this.  

 

 

16. FICAC  

 

The President reported about his attendance of a FICAC meeting he had been 

invited to. He had made some contacts in relation to potential future members of 

the Interlegal network and would follow up with this. The President gave Nikos 

Nikos Margaropoulos the floor. He emphasized that FICAC would be very happy 

with Interlegal and he encouraged the members to take advantage of the good 

relationship with FICAC. It was decided to send the Interlegal newsletters also to 
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the FICAC members in future. The President thanked Nikos in his capacity as 

Secretary General of FICAC and as a member of the Interlegal network for his 

engagement.  

 

17.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN 

 

Seminars 

 

The Past President presented his plans for the Budapest seminar which would be a 

two day meeting in February 2019 with a working day on Friday and a social 

program on Saturday with some sightseeing events. An invitation of EuraAudit was 

considered.  

 

EuraAudit meeting 2019 in Sao Paulo  

 

It was clarified that the regional meeting with EuraAudit in Sao Paulo would not be 

a joint meeting but Interlegal members would be invited to attentive the EuraAudit 

meeting in Sao Paulo.  

 

Proposal for Incentivisation of Introductions for New Members  

 

It was discussed that a change of the latest arrangements appeared to be 

necessary because there was no visible effect. Bill Blum expressed that it should be 

an obligation of members to acquire new members so that no incentives should be 

required if all members follow this. The Officer pointed out that most of the last 

candidates came through other members and he encouraged members to continue 

with this. Nikos Margaropoulos proposed that the Executive Committee should visit 

and interview potential member instead of paying incentives to existing members. 

Following the discussion the new proposal was not put to a vote and the Executive 

Committee would present a new proposal in the Greece meeting.  

 

 

18.  REGULATIONS FOR HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 

 

The proposal was postponed to the next meeting and the Executive Committee 

would consider some changes and amendments resulting from today’s discussions 

and opinions.  

 

 

19.  AMENDMENT OF ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 

 

The drafting of the new set of Articles was ongoing. The Secretary thanked Bill 

Blum for his engagement and work on the wording of the Articles. Some issues 

were still to be discussed and the Secretary asked the members for their opinions. 

Taking this into consideration the Secretary together with Bill Blum would finalize 

the new wording for the Greece meeting next year. 
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20. PROPOSED VENUE AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

This was Thessaloniki, Greece, between 29 May to 02 June 2019. The registration 

fee would be 1.000,00 Euro maximum and would have to be paid together with the 

hotel costs. The presentation of our member from Greece finished with some videos 

about Thessaloniki.  

 

 

21. FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

- India  -  06-10 November 2019 

- Brazil (Miguel Neto)  -  Spring 2020 

- United States Virgin Islands  -  Autumn 2020 

- Poland  -  Spring 2021 

- Cyprus  - Autumn 2021 

- Israel  -  May 2022 

- Switzerland  -  October 2022 

- Brazil  –  May 2023 (Amaral Gurgel) 

- Tokyo 

 

 

22. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

Nikos Margaropoulos had had some experiences with some other law firms of the 

Interlegal network and proposed to consider a valuation of our member firms in 

future.  

 

 

*** 

 

 

 

Steffen Lorscheider 

Secretary 

20 November 2018 


